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Business	Archives	Council	for	Scotland	
•  Established	in	1960	
•  Independent	archive	body	
•  Preserva/on	of	records	of	ScoIsh	business	and	industry	
•  Consultancy	for	organisa/ons	and	businesses	
•  Surveying	of	business	archives	
•  Rescue	of	business	archives	
•  Promo/ng	business	archives	as	corporate	assets	
•  Conferences	and	events	to	raise	awareness	
•  Journal	Sco$sh	Business	&	Industrial	History	



Reac/onary	

1989:	ScoM	Lithgow	Ltd			
offices,	Shipbuilders,	
Glasgow	(Ballast	Trust)	



Proac/ve	

c.1917:	engraving	department	
of	Barr	&	Stroud	Ltd	during	
WW1	(University	of	Glasgow	
Archive	Services)	



Thema/c	Surveys	
•  Museum	collec/ons	
•  Data	Mapping	Project	
•  Minority	business	communi/es	
•  Family	business	
•  Oldest	businesses	



Na#onal	Strategy	for	
Business	Archives	 

in	Scotland 

Raising	the	
profile	of	
business	
records	

I. 	To	raise	awareness	amongst	businesses	of	the	
value	of	archives	and	provide	guidance	and	support.	
II. 	To	increase	the	number	of	collec/ons	publicly	
accessible.	
III. 	To	raise	the	profile	of	business	archives	with	the	
public.	
IV. 	To	raise	standards	in	their	care.	
	





Business	Assets	
Case	Studies	 Unique	Resource		

•  Governance	&	Accountability	
•  Company	anniversaries	
•  Customer	&	staff	rela/ons	
•  Community	&	corporate	memory	
•  Marke/ng	&	adver/sing	
•  Staff	training	
•  Accountability	&Transparency	
•  Brand	protec/on	
•  Brand	Iden/ty	&	Knowledge	
•  Product	Innova/on	
•  Design	&	Giaing………	



Business	Assets	
•  Key	member	of	staff	
•  Media,	anniversaries,	‘Our	History’	
•  Expand	collec/ons:	Oral	History,	Engage	
staff	and	the	community	

•  Reten/on	Schedules	
•  Social	Media	content	
•  Encourage	creators	to	look	aaer	their	
own	records	



Assets	to	Archives	

c.1965:	Hanging	and	Varnishing	
Bartholomew’s	Wall	Maps	
(Na/onal	Library	of	Scotland)	



Stoddard-Templeton	Collec#on	
Inspira/on	for	researchers	

United	Turkey	Red	Co	Ltd	
Revenue	stream	



The	Jute	tex#le	industry	&	Dundee	
	
19th	century	50,000	people	employed	in	
mills	
Decline	of	tex/le	industry	1920s	
	
	

Documen/ng	industry	&	community	
collec/ve	memory	
Oral	history	of	workers	expand	on	
collec/ons	



Crisis	Management	
•  Working	with	liquidators	
•  Edinburgh	GazeMe	
•  Partnerships	with	colleagues	
•  Sor/ng	facili/es:	Ballast	Trust	
•  Promote	within	the	business	sector	



Advocacy	
•  Outreach	
•  Training	
•  Partnerships	
•  Funding	
•  Documenta/on	ini/a/ves	



Advisory	
•  Encourage	business	history	to	be	collected	
•  Types	of	records	to	collect	
•  Look	to	the	future….	
•  Changing	business	sector	
•  Digital	records	
•  Reten/on	schedules	for	new	businesses	
•  ScoIsh	Business	History	Network	



Business	Archives	Surveying	
Officer	for	Scotland	

Cheryl	Brown	
cheryl.brown@glasgow.ac.uk								@WorkingArchive	

	
Na#onal	Strategy	for	Business	Archives	in	Scotland	

hMp://www.scoIsharchives.org.uk/projects/
business_archives/na/onal_strategy	

	
Business	Archives	Council	of	Scotland	

hMp://www.gla.ac.uk/services/archives/bacs/		


